Global Change and Economic Crisis in Tourism
IGU Commission on Tourism Leisure and Global Change Conference

5-9 September 2010, Stellenbosch, South Africa 
Introduction

The conference is organised on behalf of the International Geographical Union’s (IGU) Commission of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change. The conference will be held at the University of Stellenbosch’s Institute for Advanced Studies, in Stellenbosch, South Africa (60km from Cape Town).

Tourism is a global scale industry with increasing impacts on the environment, as well as regional and local development. In many developed and developing world countries tourism provides new opportunities, employment and economic benefits to local communities, and currently many counties see tourism promotion as a good and relatively inexpensive strategy that can be used to attract foreign direct investment through, for example, show-casing natural areas and local indigenous cultures. As a result of growing tourism activities many places in the world are increasingly tied to the industry and related cultural, social, economic and political networks. At the same time tourism is deeply influenced by its changing physical and social environments and larger processes such as global climate change. The current global economic credit crisis has, in addition, underlined the impact of shifting economic fortunes on the global tourism system. 

Tourism has become an important policy tool for community and regional development in many developed and developing counties, not least of which in Africa. Tourism has also a significant potential to influence and change the use of natural and cultural resources in a number of regions. This has highlighted the role of sustainability, management and governance in tourism development and turned tourism not only into an economic but also social and political activity that influences the wider environment in various ways. At policy level, tourism is increasingly viewed as an essential sector of regional and national reconstruction and development. In this sense the rationale for tourism development has evolved towards the idea of tourism as a tool for regional and sustainable development and recently to a relatively new kind of idea of tourism as an instrument of social and economic empowerment and poverty reduction. In this respect there are many regional and local development programmes that are highlighting the role of tourism in regional and sustainable development and empowerment. In recent experiences, the decline in global economic output and growth has pointed towards the potential vulnerability of various regions’ tourism systems to economic shocks. This has come to challenge the general conviction that tourism-led development is a sustainable and necessarily solid platform from which to develop local, national and regional economies.

Conference goals and objectives

The aim of the study group meeting is to discuss the relationship between tourism and development in the context of economic crisis and change, including global environmental change, changing tourist behaviour and preferences. The conference will focus especially on the roles and potential of tourism for development, sustainability in tourism and relations between tourism, environment and broad global processes of change at different levels of analysis, highlighting different types of “crises”. 

The general aims of the conference are: 

· Discuss the nature and roles of tourism development in a specific developed or developing world context.

· Examine the role of tourism in sustainable development and the impacts of tourism in natural, cultural and heritage landscapes.

· Explore various ways of utilising tourism for the achievement of pro-poor development at different scales in the context of different types of “crises”.

· Develop new approaches to utilise tourism for development especially for sustainable development in “crisis type” environments.

· Analyse contemporary issues, practices and future changes and challenges (such as global climate change, economic decline or policy shortcomings) in tourism development.

· The role of tourism and sustainable development in the context of many different types of “crises”.

· Politics of sustainable tourism in “crisis environments”.

· Tourism and gender relations

· Tourism and unstable political environments

· Tourism and regional warfare

· Tourism and global terrorism

Paper types

Following the ATLAS conference format the study group meeting distinguishes between A- and B-types of papers.

Authors of A-papers will be able to present their paper for a maximum of 20 minutes followed by 10 minutes of questions and discussion. The sessions are expected to last around two hours with 4 presentations (4x half an hour). A-type papers are accepted based on submission of an abstract. Final papers are due one month before the conference. During these sessions a wide range and categories of papers are expected to be discussed (results of empirical research; case studies; descriptive studies; good practices, etc.)

B-type papers are based on theoretical and conceptual issues related to the conference theme. Authors of B-type papers are invited to submit full papers one month before the conference. According to conventional methods of reviewing scientific articles, once the papers are accepted, authors will be invited to present them in half an hour with half an hour discussion.

Abstract submission

A and B type abstracts will be subject to double-blind review by members of the scientific committee. Acceptance of a submission will be based on: theoretical and empirical significance; methodological soundness; relevance to the theme of the conference; and logical clarity. The official language of the conference is English.

Abstracts should be submitted to Gustav Visser (visserge.sci@ufs.ac.za) not later than April 15th 2010 and should include the author’s name, institution, contact address/e-mail and title.

Abstracts (300-500words) should indicate the background, theoretical/practical implications, methods and/or data sources, and indicate findings of the paper. The title should contain no more than 12 words. Please indicate clearly the type of paper (A or B types). Abstracts that do not clearly relate to the themes of the conference will not be accepted.

Receipt of abstract will be acknowledged and decisions on acceptance will be provided no later than April 30th 2010.

Please note the following instructions for the preparation of abstracts:

· Abstracts can only be submitted in English

· Abstracts should contain no more than 300 words

· Recommended font: Times New Roman, size 12pts. Do not use a smaller font size

· Presenting author’s name should be underlined and bolded

· Presenting author will be considered the contact person for all correspondence connected with this abstract unless alternate instructions are provided

· Author/s names and institution/s should be in upper and lowercase

· If submitting more than one abstract, each abstract must be sent as a separate email or separate online submission. Please indicate that these are different abstracts

· No endnotes or frames will be accepted

· Please note: Faxed abstracts will not be accepted

Publication details

There will be an edited e-format conference proceedings. In addition selected full papers will be considered for publication in an edited book provisionally entitled Tourism in an Age of Crises, as well as a relate tourism studies journal.

Important dates and deadline

Submission of A- and B-types of abstracts (to Gustav Visser – visserge.sci@ufs.ac.za) 

16 April 2010

Notification of acceptance of early submitters:

30 April 2010

Notification of acceptance of all abstracts 

5 August 2010

Final submission of all types of papers

Provisional programme

The conference will have plenary sessions, normal session and a field trip:

Sunday 5 September 2010

· Welcome function and keynote address

Monday 6 September 2010

· Sessions and fieldtrip

Tuesday 7 September 2010

· Sessions and keynote

· Conference Dinner

Wednesday 8 September 2010

· Sessions, keynote address and closing

Conference field trip

There will be a conference tour of the Winelands, including dinner, organised on Monday 6 September 2010. 

Keynote Speakers

To be confirmed

Conference Venue

The conference will be held at the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced Studies, University of Stellenbosch. This is a state of the art venue with all the necessary support systems. You can find out more about the venue by visiting http://www.stias.ac.za/index.html and the University by clicking through to http://www.sun.ac.za.

Conference organisers

The conference is organised on behalf of the International Geographical Union’s (IGU) Commission of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change by Proff. Sanette Ferreira and Gustav Visser in support of the International Geographical Union (IGU) Commission/Study Group focusing on tourism geographies which was established in 1972. Since 2000 the Commission has been working under the theme Tourism, Leisure and Global Change. The objective of the Commission is to promote a geographical study of tourism and to develop an internationally comparable research programme on the relationships between tourism, leisure and global change jointly with the members of the commission and other research and education organisations. The Commission has approximately 650 members over 80 countries. The IGU Commission’s homepage is:

http://tourismgeography.com/default. aspx.

Organising committee

Sanette Ferreira (University of Stellenbosch) and Gustav Visser (University of the Free State)

Recommended hotel and guest houses

Stellenbosch has a vast array of accommodation establishments. We have selected a few that are within easy walking distance of the conference venue and the town centre where you will find a number of museums, places of historical interest and restaurants. They range from affordable to more luxurious establishments (11 Rand = about 1 Euro).

	TYPE
	Name
	Web address
	Approximate Rates including breakfast (Price per night- please note 2009 prizes)

	HOTEL

(within 10km range – you will need your own private transport)


	Spier


	www.spier.co.za
	R1360.00 p/r p/n

R2850.00 p/suite p/n

	HOTEL

(within 10km range – you will need your own private transport)


	Asara Wine Estate and Hotel
	www.asara.co.za

	Per Room: 
R3000.00



	HOTEL

(within 10km range – you will need your own private transport)


	Devon Valley Hotel


	www.devonvalleyhotel.com
	R945.00 p/a sharing

R1890.00 double

R1300.00 p/single

	HOTELS

(within walking distance form STIAS the Conference venue)
	Lanzerac Hotel and Spa


	www.lanzerac.com

	Princess Suite:

Per Room R1166.01

Bethany Suite:

Per Room R1243.84 

	HOTELS

(within walking distance form STIAS the Conference venue)
	D’ouwe Werf Hotel


	www.ouwewerf.co.za

	Luxury Double Room:

1xsingle R1825.00

2xguests R2070.00

Superior Twin Room:

1xsingle R2075.00

2xguests R2290.00

	HOTELS

(within walking distance form STIAS the Conference venue)


	Batavia Boutique Hotel


	www.bataviahouse.co.za

	 Luxury Room:

R480.00 p/p sharing

R825.00 p/p single



	HOTELS

(within walking distance form STIAS the Conference venue)
	Eendracht Boutique Hotel
	www.eendracht-hotel.com

	Double: R569.00

Single: R799.00

	Guest Houses
	Summerwood


	www.summerwood.co.za

	Double : R1350.00 p/r p/n

Single : R1000.00 p/r p/n



	Guest Houses
	Caledon Villa


	www.caledonvilla.co.za

	Luxury Double :

Sharing : R750.00

Single : R475.00

Standard Double :

Sharing : R475.00

Single : R700.00

	Guest Houses
	River Manor


	www.rivermanor.co.za

	Superior Double Room :

  R965.00 p/p p/n

Classic Standard Room :

R550.00 p/p p/n



	Guest Houses
	Labri Manor


	www.labrimanor.co.za

	Classic :

p/p sharing p/n

R510.00

p/p single p/n

R730.00

Luxury :

p/p sharing p/n

R645.00

p/p single per night

R775.00

	Guest Houses
	Villa Grande


	www.villa-grande.com

	Luxury :

p/p sharing p/n

R500.00

p/p single p/n :

R800.00

R600.0

	Guest Houses


	Bonne Esperance

	www.bonneesperance.com

	Classic Guest Room:

Single:R680.00

Classic Guest Room:

Per Person Sharing:

R450.00

Comfort Guest Room :

Single : R600.00

Per Person Sharing :

R400.00


For further options please visit the following website: 
http://www.southafrica.net
http://www.tourismstellenbosch.co.za
Pre and post conference tours

The conference committee will not be organising a tour of the Western Cape or South Africa. Should you want to do so, and we recommend it, please visit the following websites for further information regarding such options.

Transport

In South Africa airline connections are very good and the main roads are generally excellent. However, intra-urban public transport in South African cities is poor, or where abundant, not altogether recommended. We, therefore, suggest that you book a rental vehicle at companies such as Hertz, Avis, Europcar or Budget. Please remember that unlike Europe or the USA we drive on the “correct side” of the road: left!

The conference will provide transport to Stellenbosch on Sunday morning from Cape Town International to your accommodation establishments and back to the airport on Wednesday afternoon. Please indicate your requirements. Transport will be provided during the conference to meeting-related activities.

To those planning on travelling in South Africa prior or after the conference we would like to point out that distance is something you will have to take into account when travelling in our country. South Africa is the size of Norway, Sweden and Finland combined, or seen differently it is five times the size of the United Kingdom and Ireland put together. Please factor this into any tour options you might consider.

How to get to Stellenbosch
From Cape Town International airport take the N2 towards Somerset West. Turn left onto the R310 and follow the road into Stellenbosch.

From Cape Town take the N1 in a northerly direction and turn off at the Exit 39 onto the R304 and follow through into Stellenbosch Route Planner

A map leading you to the conference venue can be found at the following address: 
http://www.stias.ac.za/location_map.html
Conference secretariat

Gustav Visser, Department of Geography (53), University of the Free State, P.O. Box 339, Bloemfontein, 9300.

Tel: +27 51 4012255, Fax: +27 51 401 3816, e-mail: visserge.sci@ufs.ac.za

Conference cost

Conference costs have been kept to the minimum. We anticipate that registration fees, including dinner, transport and related activities, will not exceed 300 Euro. 
Registration

Full details to follow

